INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PRAYER UNIVERSITY — IsAAC BENNETT
KNOWING THE BIBLICAL SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Session 1 Introduction to the Signs of the Times
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I.  INTRODUCTION
=

A. Can God’s people know that they are living in the generation of the Lord’s return? The biblical answer is,
“Yes.” How can they know this?
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B.  Scripture has provided much information on this topic that believers can know. The signs related to our
Lord’s coming are not so mysterious that a believer could not, with study, understand them. A believer filled
with the Holy Spirit, determined to gain wisdom, can understand biblical prophecy.
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C.  The Bible was written for the majority of humanity, who are mostly impoverished and illiterate. The
understanding of the signs of the times is not meant for “special” believers. | believe that anyone, with the
help of the Holy Spirit, can understand the signs of the times.
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D.  Many believers write off the study of the end-times and its signs because of misunderstanding and
conflicting interpretation. | strongly believe that it is not the Holy Spirit who is moving the study of the end-
times to the “back burner.”
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E.  Ido not believe we can know the exact hour of Christ’s return, but I firmly believe that we can know the
season. Jesus said that no one knows the precise hour except the Father. Could it be that some have taken
that statement by Jesus as license to partially ignore the subject?
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F.  Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for not discerning His coming. The Messiah whom all the prophets foretold was
in their midst, but they could not discern that it was He.
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% ...Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times.
(Mt. 16:3)
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Il.  THE OLIVET DISCOURSE
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A. In Matthew 24, Jesus is answering the questions of the timing of the destruction of the temple and the sign of
His coming.
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Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings
of the temple.  And Jesus said to them...not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be
thrown down.” * Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell

us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” (Mt.
24:1-3)
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B.  The Olivet Discourse is the teaching (discourse) that Jesus gave on the Mount of Olives (Olivet). Jesus and
the disciples frequented the Mount of Olives during His ministry. It is located just outside of Jerusalem
beyond the eastern gate. It is the place where Jesus would often pray (Lk. 22:39), from which He ascended to
the right hand of the Father after His resurrection (Acts 1:6-12), and the place He promised His feet would
stand again at His second coming (Zech. 14:4).
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C.  The Olivet Discourse gives us the clearest teaching from Jesus on the signs of the end times. The primary
passages that record this teaching are: Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21. These three passages, with the
inclusion of Luke 17, give us the majority of what Jesus taught on the signs of the times.
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D.  The premier chapter of the four is Matthew 24. This is a great starting place for those who want to go deeper
on the subject and is a critical passage because Jesus gives such clear insight into the prophetic signs that
indicate His return.
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THE FIG TREE
CEEASE

%2«Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves,
you know that summer is near. **So you also, when you see all these things, know that itis near—at the

doors! ** Assuredly, | say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place. (Mt.
24:32-34)
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A.  Jesus compared the signs that would indicate the timing of His coming with the budding fig tree. As summer
approaches, the tree branch becomes tender as it begins to put forth leaves. These natural changes indicate
the important change of season.
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B.  The changes of the fig tree are visible and discernable. They appear openly in nature and are quite easily seen
and perceived. A scientific eye is not required to observe their transformation.
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C. Imagine you were on a deserted island and there was a fig tree present; you knew that when summer arrived,
a ship would pass by the island. Your only hope for getting off the island would be to get aboard that summer
ship.
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1. Those signs of summer leaves would become so important. With eager anticipation they would be
watched. Think of the precedence those little leaves would take over other things!
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2. How intent would you be on watching that fig tree for the signs of seasonal change? You would not be
content to go and look at the tree once every two or three weeks. Why? Because those first budding
leaves could be missed.
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D. Inlike manner, the signs of the times will be visible and discernable to those looking for them. Jesus
emphasized the visibility of many of these signs. He used parables and imagery that underlined the simplicity
of knowing to look more than knowing how to look.
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We observe the signs of the times with consistency. Just like the fig tree we go back to these
foundational passages again and again. We observe them; we observe the events in the earth; we ask
guestions.
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2. We observe the signs of the times with patience. Meaning, we allow the Bible to dictate the season of
Christ’s return rather than forcing current events into the narrative of prophetic scripture.
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E.  Looking for all these things: Jesus said that when a generation saw all these things it would indicate to them
that His coming was near — at the doors. What did Jesus mean by, “all these things?”” He meant the
indicative signs that would appear across the earth in the last generation before the coming of the Lord.
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Christ indicated that believers are not only to watch for signs but all of them happening simultaneously on a
global scale. The generation to observe those signs would not pass away (die) until His coming and the
events related to it were completed. What He will accomplish will happen quickly.
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%8 And those of the people who understand shall instruct many; yet for many days they shall fall by sword and
flame, by captivity and plundering. (Dan. 11:33)
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Daniel prophesied a future people who would understand the prophetic season and give instruction to many.
Before the coming of Jesus, the Holy Spirit will raise up men and women of understanding who will give
insight to many believers and unbelievers.
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The people of understanding will instruct many concerning global trends and signs. This instruction will
produce courage in the hearts of God’s people.
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The early church took to this message, and it produced in them a practical and separating power. Paul
prioritized the signs of the times to the Thessalonian church even though he was only with them a short time.
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'But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. For
you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. *For when they say,

“Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman.
And they shall not escape. (1 Thess. 5:1-3)
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1. The signs of the times are practical in their prophetic nature.
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They tell us what to do: to watch and pray (Mt. 24:42, 43; 25:13; Mk. 13:33, 35, 37; Lk. 21:36,
12:39; 1 Pet. 4:6-8; Rev. 3:2, 3), to be sober (1 Thess. 5:6; 8; Titus 2:11-13; 1 Pet. 1:13); to
repent (Rev. 2:5, 16, 22; 3:3, 19); be zealous in good works (Rev. 2:5); to remain faithful in
the midst of pressure (Rev. 2:10, 26).
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They empower the church with an urgency that is reflected in both godliness and mission.

They give us knowledge concerning how to prepare practically with action. The knowledge of
the flood alone would not have motivated Noah to build an ark. The knowledge of the coming
crisis has practical application that must be taken seriously.
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2. They cause a separating power that is often overlooked.
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“Come out of her my people...(Rev. 18:4)
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The Lord called the believers out of something as much as He called us into something—being
a part of the Kingdom of the Son of His love.
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If there is not a separation from the world, then how can there be a wholehearted commitment to

Christ and His commands? Has not the gospel separated us to the work and service of the Lord?
Is that not the purpose of the prophetic church?
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In Luke 12 and Mt. 24, the “sin” of the servants lies not in the knowledge of the coming of the Master but in
their response. Christ exhorted believers to watch.
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